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others speak at the foot of the Lincoln 
Memorial in Washington, DC. He was 
there when Dr. King delivered his im-
mortal ‘‘I Have a Dream’’ speech. 

He was with Dr. King in 1966 when an 
angry mob jeered him in Chicago’s 
Marquette Park neighborhood. 

In 1983, Tim Black provided influen-
tial support to help elect another of his 
DuSable High School classmates, Har-
old Washington, the first African- 
American mayor of Chicago. 

Some years later, a young commu-
nity organizer who had just returned to 
Chicago with a Harvard law degree 
asked Professor Black to teach him 
about organizing people so they could 
create a better life for themselves and 
their children. 

Over the years, Professor Black and 
that young organizer became good 
friends. 

On January 20, 2009, it was my privi-
lege to invite Professor Black and his 
incredible wife, Zenobia Johnson- 
Black, to be my guests as that commu-
nity organizer swore an oath to become 
President of the United States of 
America—Barack Obama. 

My friend, Paul Wellstone, had a 
beautiful definition of politics. He used 
to say: In the last analysis, politics is 
not predictions and politics is not ob-
servations. Politics is what we do. Poli-
tics is what we do, politics is what we 
create, by what we work for, by what 
we hope for and what we dare to imag-
ine. 

Dr. Timuel Black has witnessed in-
justice and inhumanity, but he has 
never stopped working to believe in a 
better world, and he has never stopped 
working to make that world a reality. 
He is a true inspiration, a Chicago 
treasure, and an American hero. 

f 

REFUGEE ADMISSIONS 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, last Fri-
day, President Trump announced that 
he will slash our refugee admissions to 
45,000 in fiscal year 2018—the lowest an-
nual target since the passage of the 
1980 Refugee Act. Instead of embracing 
our moral and legal obligation to ad-
dress the worst refugee crisis in global 
history, as has been our tradition for 
decades, President Trump seems intent 
on relinquishing our role as the hu-
manitarian leader of the world. The 
dimming of our beacon is not just a 
symbolic loss; tens of thousands of 
human lives are now placed at risk. 

There is no rational basis for this 
shameful retreat. The administration’s 
own analysis shows that refugees con-
tributed a net benefit of $63 billion to 
our economy between 2005 and 2014. Na-
tional security leaders across the polit-
ical spectrum, including former Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Admi-
ral Mullen, are unanimous in their 
view that refugees are the most strin-
gently vetted travelers to the United 
States. Our commitment to welcoming 
refugees plays a critical role in 
strengthening our alliances in areas of 
conflict. 

The President stands alone in his dis-
regard for the staggering suffering we 
are witnessing around the world. Last 
month, the Senate Appropriations 
Committee—on which I serve as vice 
chairman—unanimously approved a 
funding bill that demonstrates our un-
wavering commitment to refugees. It 
fully funds offices that are critical to 
the continuity of refugee programs and 
even provides a $50 million increase to 
the State Department’s refugee assist-
ance and resettlement missions. Our 
bipartisan bill repudiates any claims 
by President Trump that the United 
States is unwilling to commit the re-
sources required to fund a refugee pro-
gram that honors our history as a ref-
uge for the persecuted. Even the con-
servative Heritage Foundation has 
called on President Trump to set an-
nual refugee admissions ‘‘based on his-
torical refugee levels,’’ which have 
never dropped below 67,000 per year 
since the beginning of the Reagan ad-
ministration. 

I am proud that my own State of 
Vermont has welcomed and resettled 
approximately 7,500 refugees since fis-
cal year 1989. The city of Rutland was 
preparing to resettle an additional 100 
refugees mainly from Syria last year 
and this fiscal year, until the Trump 
administration inexplicably halted cer-
tain refugee admissions and announced 
drastic reductions to the refugee reset-
tlement program. Vermont and other 
States stand ready to do more to ad-
dress this global crisis, but the leader 
of our country is shamefully directing 
them to do less. 

Presidents have an obligation to pro-
tect our Nation’s fundamental values. 
Presidents of both parties have long 
understood this. They have not for-
saken our history as a nation founded 
by enterprising individuals seeking ref-
uge and freedom from persecution. 
They have ensured that our policies do 
not betray our proud tradition as the 
humanitarian leader of the world. 

This decision illustrates that Presi-
dent Trump is misinformed and that he 
has caved to the counsel of xenophobic 
voices seeking to hollow out our ref-
ugee program. By shutting our doors to 
thousands of innocent human beings 
fleeing persecution and tyranny, he 
misunderstands the history of the 
country he was elected to lead. I hope 
that he reconsiders his callous deci-
sion, as the law in fact empowers him 
to do, in light of emerging humani-
tarian concerns. Nothing less than our 
Nation’s identity as an unwavering 
beacon of hope during the world’s dark-
est chapters is at stake. 
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TRIBUTE TO RAINER WEISS, KIP S. 
THORNE, AND BARRY C. BARISH 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, 

today the Royal Swedish Academy of 
Sciences announced the awarding of 
the Nobel Prize in Physics to Rainer 
Weiss, Kip S. Thorne, and Barry C. 
Barish for ‘‘decisive contributions’’ to 
the observation of gravitational waves. 

This landmark discovery marks a giant 
leap forward in human knowledge, and 
I salute these Americans on their 
honor. 

Over 100 years ago, Albert Einstein 
predicted that massive objects and en-
ergy could distort space-time. In order 
to detect these ‘‘ripples’’ in the fabric 
of space and time, known as gravita-
tional waves, scientists worked over 
many years to develop the Laser Inter-
ferometer Gravitational-wave Observ-
atory, or LIGO. 

On September 14, 2015, scientists 
working at LIGO detected a ‘‘chirp’’—a 
ripple in space-time. What was ob-
served because of LIGO was the result 
of two massive black holes merging to-
gether over 1.3 billion light years away. 
This breakthrough discovery means 
that we now have an entirely new way 
of observing the universe. 

This achievement would not have 
been possible without the leadership of 
Dr. Weiss, Dr. Thorne, and Dr. Barish, 
along with the countless scientists who 
helped with the project, including the 
National Science Foundation. 

Two of the distinguished recipients 
hail from my home State. Dr. Thorne 
and Dr. Barish are professors at the 
California Institute of Technology, and 
I am proud of the role that Cal Tech 
played in making this discovery pos-
sible. I also recognize Dr. Weiss, a Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology pro-
fessor, for his achievement. 

On behalf of all Californians, I com-
mend these physicists on a well-de-
served honor and for all that they have 
done to push our knowledge of the uni-
verse forward. Let us hope that this 
discovery will continue to expand the 
horizon of human knowledge and lead 
to new efforts in humanity’s never-end-
ing quest for enlightenment. 

Again, I congratulate these three dis-
tinguished Americans and their fami-
lies on this remarkable discovery and 
prestigious award. 

f 

TAIWAN’S 106TH NATIONAL DAY 
Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, a week 

from today, on October 10, the Tai-
wanese people will celebrate their 106th 
Taiwanese National Day. I would like 
to take a few minutes to congratulate 
my Taiwanese friends on this impor-
tant occasion. 

Taiwan has long been a trusted friend 
of the United States and a valuable 
partner in the increasingly important 
Asia-Pacific region. 

Taiwan is hugely important to Or-
egon. It is also one of Oregon’s largest 
trading partners and a big export mar-
ket for Oregon products like grain. 
Portland’s annual Grand Floral Parade 
and Rose Festival host delegations 
from Taiwan. Portland, OR, and 
Kaohsiung, Taiwan, are sister cities. 

These ties are both broad and deep, 
as I saw myself when I visited Taipei 
several years ago. 

That was more than a year before 
Taiwan’s historic 2016 election, but the 
Taiwanese people’s commitment to de-
mocracy was already very much on dis-
play. 
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